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Dear Reader,

We extend our gratitude for perusing this inaugural issue of the TD NEXUS Transdisciplinary Research
Newsletter. In this issue, we will examine the concept of Elementargedanken (elementary ideas).

The Scope of Elementargedanken and Cultural Understanding
— From Adolf Bastian to the Present —

The concept of Elementargedanken (elementary ideas) proposed by Adolf Bastian constitutes the core of his
idea of the psychic unity of humankind. This issue reexamines its significance and explores how it has been
carried forward into contemporary practices of intercultural understanding and cultural heritage preservation.

Bastian assumed the existence of a common psychological foundation shared by all human beings, arguing
that every individual possesses universal "elementary ideas." These Elementargedanken are mental structures
that transcend differences of culture and race, forming the fundamental principle underlying the unity of the
human mind. At the same time, he maintained that this universal foundation becomes concretized under
specific environmental and historical conditions in each region, giving rise to diverse cultural forms as
Viélkergedanken (folk ideas). Therefore, cultural differences should not be evaluated in terms of superiority or
inferiority, but rather understood as diverse developments rooted in particular environments.

While acknowledging the universality of human mental structures, Bastian took a critical stance toward the
evolutionary theory of Charles Darwin. Although he recognized that cultural development exhibits certain
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sequential similarities, he did not fully accept evolutionary theory, on the grounds that transformations of
species comparable to biological evolution had not been empirically verified in the cultural domain. Instead, he
viewed cultural development not as the result of simple external diffusion, but as the outcome of internal
generation within each region, thereby emphasizing the autonomy and creativity of cultures. This perspective
is regarded as a precursor to later cultural relativism.

His theory is concretely illustrated in his descriptions of the Angkor ruins in his work The Peoples of East Asia.
There, he evaluated the Angkor monuments not as mere mysterious ruins, but as the achievements of a
civilization endowed with a highly developed spiritual culture and social organization. In particular, he noted
how religious symbols of Hinduism and Buddhism were integrated with region-specific conceptions of nature,
interpreting this not as mere adoption of foreign culture but as the result of internal development. Such a
perspective functioned as a critique of Eurocentric views of civilization and helped reposition the Angkor ruins
within the broader history of human culture.

Bastian's theory resonates strongly with contemporary approaches to cultural heritage preservation,
particularly in the restoration philosophy of Takeshi Nakagawa, who led the Japanese Government Team for
Safeguarding Angkor. Professor Nakagawa has promoted restoration practices that integrate architectural
history, structural analysis, and conservation science, while presenting a perspective that regards heritage
sites not merely as tourist resources but as "living cultural heritage." His approach is characterized by respect
for local traditional techniques and religious meanings, and by preservation practices grounded in the internal
context of culture. In this respect, his work represents a continuation of Bastian's idea that cultures should be
understood not through external criteria but the internal logic.

Furthermore, the theory of Elementargedanken bears significant implications for the ethics of intercultural
understanding in the modern world. Bastian's ideas are considered to have influenced Carl Jung's concept of
the collective unconscious, pointing to a shared psychological foundation of humanity while also providing a
framework for respecting cultural diversity. Moreover, as noted by Knecht Petro, overcoming ethnocentrism
and engaging with others without prejudice are essential for genuine intercultural understanding. In a
contemporary context where simple distinctions between cultures are increasingly losing their meaning, the
deepening of mutual understanding remains a fundamental challenge.

In conclusion, the concept of Elementargedanken offers an effective framework for comprehensively grasping
both the unity of the human mind and the diversity of cultural expressions. This idea has been concretely
inherited in the interpretation and preservation practices surrounding the Angkor ruins, and continues to hold
significant relevance as a foundation for modern cultural heritage protection and intercultural understanding.
The theoretical continuity from Bastian to the present underscores the importance of an anthropological
attitude that seeks to understand and respect cultures within their internal contexts, rather than judging them
by external standards—an insight of renewed importance in today's world marked by confusion and conflict.

Dr. L Sayuri Chen
Editor-in-Chief, TD NEXUS Interdisciplinary Research Newsletter

At the Crossroads of Wisdom
Shinobu Orikuchi (70 15X, Orikuchi Shinobu; 1887—-1953)

The Marebito Is Within You: The Secret of Japanese Culture Where the Divine Dwells"
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News
1. April 7th, Fumizuki Arai donated four of his original paintings, with a total estimated value of 2.03 million yen,
to Takasaki City in support of local cultural development. (Source: Kanra Town Public Relations)

2. May 218t a special event organized by Zen 2.0 will take place in Kamakura, featuring a guided mountain
tour in collaboration with monastics from Plum Village, set amidst the region's natural landscape.Registration is
available via the official website https://www.zen20.jp/events/kamakuraritorito2025spring

Newsletter
TD NEXUS ZEMR=_1—AL 5 —

Bk
TD NEXUS ZEAE—1—XALY—2HBE@BLWLEE. DEDEILBEUL ETFET, K5 TlF. TLXY
F—=ILT Ty EXXEBRICOWTERS TS &ICLET,

TILAVI=ILT Ty &EXEIBEDETE
TZRILZ « KATFT a7 U 5B

about:blank 3/6


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkLa-BRaOI8
https://www.zen20.jp/events/kamakuraritorito2025spring

4/25/26,7:57 PM about:blank

TRIVZ c RAFa 7 UDRIELUT: TZLAYY =552y (BERNESR)) EWSHERIF. AEOBH
HRFE—HEWSTHOBEDOHFHKZZERTEHDTH D, A5 TIE. ZOEBEZHERIT IS EEHIC, BRITEKITS
ELIBRONLEEREOERICEVNT., COEENAEDLSICZIFHIANTEIEAEIES,

INZAT 4T E. IRTOANBEHIHEET ZHEOLEBENEBENFET 2 EREL. H 5D ZEANEEBHILR
FEARES (Elementargedanken); ZFRELTWS LU, TS D TDILXAYY =Ty (&,

XAEPAEOEWZBHEU CEHBETHD. AHOBROM— 2 XX 2BRAFEZEHT 25D TH S,
BRFIC, RIEZOEZRBNGERD, BMROBFEDREN - BENEET CEK LI N, SREEIEL
LT 'TRIENER (Volkergedanken)) ZHEAH T EFRUC. LIch > T XEDEWFES DERHISFE
MENZRNETIEFBRL, BEDRBICIRS UIZHRLREE U TEBRINZINETH D,

TRILZ - RZATF 47 id. ANBEOBHEBEDEEEZRDDDOEH, Fr—ILX - ¥F—7 1 > OERICK
U TIFHINRIIIS%E & 5 oo RISUEDREE IC—TE DERBEMNRBEMENRSNZ 2 EERHDDH. £YUF
HELD & S BEOERIRBRNICER I N TOLWRWT &2 EBRIC, #biiE2ENICIETZ T ARG > T
WIS DEBZBRDZNEN S DILEDERTIFR <, SHIBRBTCOERDOENERBL., FRilck>T
XAbDBEREMEEANEEEBALC, ZORRIE. BOXMEERERDERIT ERBINTWD, FHOERFIE

FER7I7DANRY DEEILCEITZ7 Y A—LBEHFOLTRICEWTEANICRENTWS, B, 7>a—)
Bz BR5MWHNREESE UTTREARL, BERBERXbetaBfizEA cXBOREE UTEHML 2. 5
LY Ry =P AHBORENRESMBEEOBABREMEL TWSRICEBE L. IhZNAREDZRAIC
EEEST. AN LBREDER THDEMRUIce DK SBRBEEIE, FRFOEZRMNSREANOHHE L
THBEL. 7Y O—ILEHE AL D & D RERELDF THENMT 22 o T,

INRAT 47> OERBIFROIULEEFRFICEWT, BAZ Y A—/LEMEEFIOEEE. P/IIRBIRDOE
EEIDERLEZE>TWVWS, PIIRHKFIE. BELR - BERT - RERNZZMELBEZHEL, &
Mz BRZBEAERTIERL TESUGEE) & UTRZIZERERR U, PERIE. RO
PREVEKZEEL. XMEORENARICEI U TREZ T O RICKHENH %, ROZERIE, UbEZAHENS
RMET 2D TIFEL, ZORFRBICEDWTERITZEVWSNZAT 47V OBBOMEE > TV,

Fle, TLAYY=IT 0Ty OBHIFERICEIT2EXEROBEEHGEELRBERZRILTWVWS, 51
=)L AV DEESNEERICEEEZEZLESNBINATAT7VDIF. NEICHBT 2BEENERZRT &
RRFIC. LD ZKREEEET 2ERZRMET S, I51C. V7REN - RMNOKMEREITZ LS. EXULIE
BICBEWTEEXMEFOEEREZRZRL. REGMELAZESIZENROARTH D, XMLOEEZ BHlICX
AT B ENB®RERNDDHZRARICENWT, HEEREDFELIIBARNZEETH S,

LED&SIC, TLAVI =TT VT Y OBERIE. AEOBHRNILENE & XENZKREZHENICEZ S
e DEMBHEAHEIRET D, TULTZDEEE. 7Y A—)LEBEMDOBRPREFEREICE W TEERRIC A
Th. BROXEERERLVELEROERE UTEEREZZEEHRIT TV, NXATF4T7UH5I1R

about:blank 4/6



4/25/26,7:57 PM about:blank
RN EEZERFEFRMEE. XXEEAERMEREEICK > TTIERLS, ZORENXXIRICEWTERELUEET
5EVWSANEBEZNRBREDEENZ, BRENIZIMHCIBRAERICEWTHO TRELTWS,

BR #OERIE
TD NEXUS ZEMR=—21—AL 7 — fR&ER

ﬁy%nd)ﬁc%ll\\
FOBEX "FND &"F BBEOFICWS | b B2 BEAEOWE)

Prinsg
WEEIZA(

Office on the web Frame

1) 2 A A

HAD L2027 HfR~, B~
ZLC, JR-Z T~ TFEIINCTOo
MADEEE, BFCh B AR !

REnPHTE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkLa-BRaOl8

—_1—X
1. 487H ®BE #FIHXAL. sBFHIcEW\WT, g0 XbLIRED 8. BB THES NIZiRE 4 =
(92 0 3AMHMEY) #F MU, (HEBILAIR)

2.56B21H Zen20. 7ZLT«4 Ly IDEREROEKREEDIC. MEDEHNBRFKICBENTZILL EXK

BEUDHEES NS, BERALAHFIES
https://www.zen20.jp/events/kamakuraritorito2025spring

about:blank 5/6


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkLa-BRaOI8
https://www.zen20.jp/events/kamakuraritorito2025spring

4/25/26,7:57 PM about:blank

about:blank 6/6



