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Concept| £E

In the contemporary era symbolized by science and technology—particularly by artificial
intelligence—humanity faces an urgent and profound question: How should we redefine the

meaning of the natural order?

While technological advancement has expanded the boundaries of human knowledge and
creativity to an unprecedented degree, it has also deepened our dependence on systems that
distance us from nature and from one another. Environmental degradation, social fragmentation,
and endless wars remind us that technology alone cannot ensure a sustainable or harmonious

civilization.

At this critical historical juncture, we must ask: How can humanity and technology coexist without

losing the inherent sense of order embedded within nature itself?

This conference approaches that question through the lens of ancient music. Ancient musical
thought—especially the concept that “the universe is formless and boundless, without beginning
or end’—embodies a worldview in which sound, rhythm, and harmony mirror the structure of the
cosmos. In ancient civilizations, music was not merely aesthetic expression but a metaphysical
act aligning human existence with the cyclical, unseen principles of the universe. In this sense,
ancient music offers a key to restoring balance in our scientific—technological age, bridging the

tangible and intangible, reason and spirit, the artificial and the natural.

This conference seeks to approach this fundamental question from the unique perspective of
ancient music. Ancient musical thought—especially the concept that “the universe is formless and
boundless, without beginning or end’—embodies a worldview in which sound, rhythm, and

harmony reflect the very structure of cosmic order.

In ancient civilizations, music was not merely an aesthetic expression but a metaphysical act that
harmonized human existence with the cyclical and unseen principles of the cosmos. In this sense,
ancient music offers a key to understanding how modern technological civilization might restore
a new equilibrium between the tangible and the intangible, the rational and the spiritual, the
artificial and the natural. By reconsidering these questions, this conference aims to foster a
dialogue that transcends the boundaries of art, science, and philosophy, creating a space to
restore our lost sensitivity to the natural order—a sensibility increasingly obscured by the logic of

rapid innovation and consumption.
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This is not merely an academic endeavor, but also an ethical and cultural challenge: to envision
a future in which technological civilization once again resonates with the rhythms of nature. As
the first gathering dedicated to this theme, the conference aspires to take a modest yet essential

step toward rediscovering the cosmic harmony once revealed through ancient music.
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Keynote Speakers | Eif#®

Prof. Hiroshi Marui Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo

Hiroshi Marui is one of Japan’s leading scholars in Indian philosophy and Buddhist studies. After
graduating from the Department of Indian Philosophy and Indian Literature, the Faculty of Letters,
the University of Tokyo, he conducted studies for two years as a government-sponsored research
student at the Centre of Advanced Study in Sanskrit, University of Pune, India. In 1992, he was
appointed Associate Professor at the Faculty of Letters, the University of Tokyo, and from 1999
till 2018, he served as Professor at the Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology, where he
led research and education in Indian philosophy. He received the Doctor of Letters at the
University of Tokyo in 2011. He was also a member of the Science Council of Japan for its 20th
to 22nd terms. He has not only been engaged in individual research activities in the field of Nyaya
and Vaisesika Systems, but also has been conducting joint research projects of studying inter-
disciplinary dialogues among various Schools of Indian philosophy on the concept of being, non-
being and causality as the representative scholar of Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A) or
(B) since 2011.

In 2017, he was awarded the "ICCR Distinguished Indologist Award" by the Government of India.
He currently holds positions as Professor Emeritus at the University of Tokyo and Specially
Appointed Professor at both Musashino University and Kyoto University of Advanced Science,

while actively engaging in public lectures and outreach activities.
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Akikazu Nakamura Composer, Japanese Bamboo Flute Player

Akikazu Nakamura studied with Katsuya Yokoyama and several masters of the komuso
shakuhachi. He studied composition and jazz theory at Berklee College of Music in Boston,
graduating summa cum laude, and subsequently gained a scholarship to study composition and
third-stream music in the graduate school of the New England Conservatory.

Nakamura is a unique shakuhachi player who makes use of circular breathing based on his own
distinctive method missoku ("esoteric breathing") , a method of breathing with ancient origins in
Japan. He masterd this method over many years through his own single-minded effort and it
enables him to make free use of harmonics. He has also mastered the technique of playing and

singing different melodic lines at the same time.

The core of his work as a musician involves the collection, analysis and performance of
shakuhachi music handed down in pre-modern times by the mendicant Zen monks known as
komuso, but he is also active in a wide range of musical genres including rock, jazz, contemporary

classical music, improvised music and cross-genre collaboration.

He has performed in over 150 cities in more than 40 countries and has been invited to appear at
the Montreux Jazz Festival and at Blue Note jazz club in New York. He has released twelve CDs

and written four books. He teaches at four colleges and universities.
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Speakers | &

Margaret Hiro Kimishima Founder & Chairperson, International Center of Transdisciplinary

Research Japan. ICTR Japan

Born in the United Kingdom. She was raised in Europe, the United States and Japan. After
completing graduate programs in Europe and the U.S., she worked as a freelance translator for
NHK International Broadcasting, the Shiki Theater Company, and non-fiction/literary
productions. Later, as an in-house IT consultant for a conglomerate, she promoted workforce

reform.

In 2015, she met Dr. Christine Page, a pioneer in the field of holistic medicine, and developed
her own method of holistic energy medicine. She provides opportunities for spiritual masters
and researchers to network across disciplines. She is a researcher at CIRET (International
Center for Transdisciplinary Research and Studies), France, and Director General of Afro-

Eurasia for the Kuska Center of Ancestral Wisdoms, a Bolivian NGO.
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Frederic Andres Associate Professor, National Institute of Informatics (NII)
Frederic Andres received his PhD and HDR degrees in 1993 and 2000 from Paris VI University

and University of Nantes respectively.

He has been an Associate Professor at the National Institute of Informatics (NII), Japan, in the
Digital Content and Media Sciences Research Division since 2000. His interdisciplinary
research bridges information science, cognitive psychology, and philosophical inquiry into

human and artificial consciousness.

Dr. Andres’s current studies focus on moodflow—the dynamic interplay of emotional resonance,
cognition, and social interaction—as a foundation for understanding community well-being and
collective intelligence. He investigates how digital environments shape emotional ecosystems
and how technology can facilitate mindfulness, ecological awareness, and the restoration of

inner balance in modern society.

By integrating empirical analysis with philosophical reflection, he aims to cultivate a framework
of digital empathy and eco-philosophical resilience, where scientific understanding, human
consciousness, and natural intelligence coexist in harmony. His work envisions a future in which
technology serves not as a separation from nature but as a conduit for unity and self-awareness

within the broader cosmos of life.
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Ranjit Makkuni Media Artist

RANJIT MAKKUNI is a musician, artist, multimedia researcher and designer, and is the director
of the Sacred World Research Laboratory where he leads research in culturally reflective
computing and design. Prior to this, Makkuni spent nearly two decades at Xerox Palo Alto
Research Center (PARC), where he pioneered multimedia computing interfaces and learning

applications.

Makkuni’s projects go beyond just demonstrating futuristic technology. In his projects - The
Crossing Project: Living, Dying, and Transformation in Banaras, The Eternal Gandhi Multimedia
Museum, The Planet Health Museum — Makkuni brings to life the authenticity of traditional
ideals on primal ecology, learning and healing that are simultaneously contemporary. His
projects allow for the participation of diverse viewpoints of people whose skills face the threat of

extinction.

Continuing this path of innovation is the Musical Landscapes and the Goddesses of Music, an
exhibition through which Makkuni communicates a vision for the re-discovery of solitude and
well-being inherent in the practice of music, especially in the context of a world enveloped by
ever-present change. The rich panorama of artistic forms and designs - from the ancient to the
modern - show Asian cultural connections and provide a rich experience of sounds and musical
instruments, as Makkuni campaigns for musical and artistic creativity to spur technological

innovation.
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Hiro Amami Founder of Animandala / Researcher in Life Philosophy and Evolutionary Theory
Amami is a filmmaker and scholar specializing in biological evolution and life philosophy. He
currently serves as an Associate Professor at Musashino Gakuin University. Previously, he
worked in planning, direction, and CG production for digital encyclopedias at organizations such
as Kadokawa ASCII Research Laboratories, Gakken Holdings, and SEGA. Alongside his creative
work, he has collaborated with researchers and mystics across diverse fields. Drawing on these
experiences and his lifelong interests, he advocates for Animandala, a philosophy of life that

bridges science, philosophy, and esoteric culture. He has delivered lectures in various regions.

Amami argues that the rise of Al invites us to reconsider the nature of “language,” “thought,” and
“consciousness,” and suggests that it may be revealing what he calls the pre-linguistic intelligence
of life—or Harmony Intelligence. In this lecture, he proposes a concise re-examination of human
identity in the Al era, viewing nature, humanity, and artificial intelligence not as discontinuous

entities but as a continuum of optimization and harmony.

”

In 2016, Amami spoke at TEDxTokyo yz on the theme “All Animals Reside Within Humanity.
After serving as a Special Research Fellow at the Noosology Research Institute of Musashino
Gakuin University in 2023, he was appointed Associate Professor in 2025. He continues to publish
related papers and is currently developing a comparative inquiry into large language models

(LLMs), linguistics, and intelligence to articulate the principles of Harmony Intelligence.
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Professor Altaisaikhan Khasag and GrandMa Ayangat

Professor Khasag is a Professor of Medicine and a Consultant Physician in the Department of
Endocrinology at the Mongolian National University of Medical Sciences (MNUMS). He earned
his MD from the National Medical University of Mongolia in 1991, completed a fellowship in
Endocrinology and Diabetology in Ulaanbaatar in 1996, and received his PhD in Endocrinology
& Metabolism from Shimane Medical University, Japan, in 2002. His clinical and academic career

is dedicated to the field of endocrinology and metabolism.
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Grandmother Ayangat

Ayangat is a founder and leader of Gerliin Urguu, a Mongolian shamanic group, and serves on
the board of the International Shaman Society. Her unique authority bridges empirical science
and ancient tradition. A graduate of the National Medical University of Mongolia's Nursing
School (1986), she began her career in clinical healthcare. Her path deepened through
research in psychophysiology at Japan's Shimane Medical University (1998-2002). She further
complemented her expertise with an MBA from the National University of Mongolia (2005). This
distinguished background in medicine, research, and management informs her lifelong work in
preserving and elucidating Mongolian shamanic practices as holistic systems for healing and

human flourishing.
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Gegeen Altaisaikhan

Altaisaikhan is a second-year French language student at the National University of Mongolia
and an active member of the shamanic group Gerliin Urguu. With a decade of dedicated
shamanic practice, he brings a profound spiritual perspective to his work as an activist for the
Save Mother Earth movement. His commitment to environmental stewardship is demonstrated
through years of voluntary service, including organizing and participating in tree-planting
initiatives, river clean-ups, and the preservation of natural sacred sites. This unique synthesis of
linguistic study, spiritual tradition, and direct ecological action defines his holistic approach to

cultural and environmental preservation.
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Fuzuki Arai Contemporary Artist

Arai is contemporary artist integrating ancient aesthetics and multimedia performance. His work,
influenced by the sound of the conch horn in Shugendo, an ancient Japanese practice that
blends Buddhism and Shintoism, is a fusion of this age-old tradition and modern digital

technology.

As a child, he was unable to walk freely due to a leg ailment, but miraculously recovered through
the process of drawing. This profound experience sparked a lifelong pursuit of understanding the

truth of this world, which can also be interpreted as living rightly.

Through the practices of waterfall meditation and mindful contemplation, he reaffirms the
connection between his own existence and the world around him. The resulting works encourage

viewers to contemplate the profound truth at the center of this world.
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Baye Dame Bou Yaye Senegalese Religious Singer

Baye Dame born in Diaméguene, Senegal, is a distinguished voice in Senegalese Sufi music. A
devoted disciple of Cheikh Ibrahim Niasse, his art is deeply rooted in faith and spirituality. After
founding his ensemble Awladi Zikr, Baye Dame gained recognition through his moving Zikr
ceremonies and performances held throughout Senegal. His music resonates across West
Africa, captivating audiences in Mali, The Gambia, and Céte d’lvoire. Through collaborations
with artists from diverse cultures, Baye Dame continues to spread messages of love, unity, and

peace—promoting harmony across religious and cultural boundaries.

Music that emerges from zikr has always possessed a phenomenal power: it not only makes souls
vibrate but also heals them. This healing quality manifests itself among people, angels, animals,
and all living beings. It invites us to reflect on how zikr awakens the soul in the first place, and

how it heals the world through the sacred force of music.
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Ling Sayuri Chen Scholar of Ancient Arts and Culture
Dr. Chen is a researcher specializing in media art, digital preservation of cultural heritage, and
studies of ancient Japanese rituals. Her work places particular emphasis on the concept of

“Integration” as manifested through art practices grounded in digital technologies.

COSMUS 2025 - “Cosmos, Music, and Understanding Science”




Currently, Dr. Chen focuses on Japanese festivals, she conducts historical and analytical
research into ancient Japanese rituals, emphasizing the intellectual and behavioral structures of
the machishu (BT ) that have been passed down through generations. In particular, she
examines the cultural and philosophical significance of the ritual form known as “shiki” ().
Furthermore, her research extends to exploring correlations between Japanese ritual practices
and the nature-worship rituals described in the Indian Aranyakas (“Books of the Forest”). She
approaches the Aranyakas not merely as ritual manuals but as profound texts that illuminate the

mystical and spiritual dimensions of inner transformation.
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70455, / Program

13:00-13:10

T]1% / Moderator:
ILTFYws-PURFL R  / Dr. Frederick Andres

B #'BE / Dr. Ling Sayuri Chen

Opening Remarks / B DR
BXR £ —-BuEirABAEBRHRERtys— KK
Margaret Hiro Kimishima Founder & Chairperson, International Center of

Transdisciplinary Research Japan. ICTR Japan

/ RERBEEE / Keynote Lectures
13:10-13:40

4" #& / Speaker:

AHF & TRRPLEKE

Hiroshi Marui Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo

B E& / Language: HZAREE / Japanese

RARIL / Title:

MERMERICETE2IVFDIFEHE-BAROKF -HE — FIL7 —
Reconsidering the Significance of Indian Traditional Concept of the Cosmic and

Natural Order “Dharma” in Our age of science and technology

13:40-14:10

8% E / Speaker:

hHf BA— RAx%E

Akikazu Nakamura Shakuhachi Master

B 5% / Language: #iE / English

2ALFRJIL / Title:

ZRI—BANMEILT MR ETE TRIA

“Mitsusoku”- Expressing the Spiritual World Resonating with Nature through Sound
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® F¥3E / Presentations
14:10-14:25

8% E / Speaker:

BXE £ —BuEzABRERHEERty 49— RE

Margaret Hiro Kimishima Founder & Chairperson, International Center of
Transdisciplinary Research Japan. ICTR Japan

BEE / Language: EiE / English

BARIL / Title: [FRURTA0 I 1BEBICEITDRE~ADERE

Prospects for the Future in Holistic Thinking

14:25-14:40

8% E / Speaker:

FIEAHAN NS THRET YAV TR —T RS
Professor Altaisaikhan Khasag and President GrandMa Ayangat

World Shaman Association of Mongolia

BEE / Language: EiE / English

2ALFRJIL / Title:

ERAMDBRBZHNHE — EVIILFREHOODEBAEZNE
Harmonizing Ancient Wisdom and Modern Science: The Psychophysiological Effects

of Mongolian Vocal Traditions

14:40-15:05

4®#E / Speaker:

TFYUAYLERE & A-F5—Y

GrandMa Ayangat & A. Gegeen

BEE / Language: EiE / English

RARIL / Title:
EUTNIA—IVDFY IR (TILR)—BLEEFHIZE TAHELENDITDY
ALEE

The Mongolian Shamanic Concept of Chakras (Hiird)- Rhythm and Sound for Healing

and Empowering in a Formless Universe
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15:05-15:20

8% E / Speaker:

Rifs EQ 7o HSEE EHE-ELRARE

Hiro Amami Director, Animandala Project / Scholar of Life Philosophy and Evolutionary
Studies

B % / Language: HAEE / Japanese

2ALFRJIL / Title:

Al BRRICE B 6HS5—EanH011%E (Harmony Intelligence)

Awakening Life Intelligence in the Age of Al — Harmony Intelligence

15:20-15:35

8% 3E / Speaker:

¥;H XA 774Xk

Fuzuki Arai Artist

Bf% / Language: HA:E / Japanese

2LV / Title:

EMICHTEHE RALBILOHWVZTEFNLEEN )X L

Meden Agan (The Golden Mean) in Art: Creative Rhythm Born Between Immersion

and Autonomy

135:35-15:50

4®#E / Speaker:

FUYTVIZ ATAT-T—T4Rk
Ranjit Makkuni Media Artist

BEE / Language: EiE / English
RARIL / Title:

ZRMEERIE

Diversity and Creativity
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15:50-16:05

FE/HE / Speaker:
INAL- B L-T—¥IT ERHILANRETF
Baye Dame bou Yaye Senegalese Religious Singer

B 5% / Language: #iE / English

RAKRIL / Title:
EDETHIEE

Music as a Source of Life
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