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Dear Reader,

We sincerely thank you for reading the TD NEXUS Interdisciplinary Research Newsletter. This
issue focuses on the concept of “The Philosophy of Wild Ducks."

[t is our hope that this Newsletter may serve as a conduit for contemplating perspectives that
transcend the confines of academic disciplines, and for considering the world in its integrity as a
"whole."
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Now more than ever, sensitivity is power
Tetsuo Gyotoku (Author), Shifu Yoshimura (Author) Chichi Publishing, 2010

"The Philosophy of the Wild Duck” is a philosophy proposed by the philosopher Seren
Kierkegaard. Wild ducks are migratory birds endowed with the ability to continue flying for many
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days without eating or drinking. One day, a flock of these wild ducks descended upon a place
called Zealand in Denmark. There lived a kind old man who fed the ducks delicious food every
single day.

As time passed and the season came for them to fly on to the next lake, the wild ducks began to
think: If we can receive such good food every day, perhaps it is fine to stay here. And so, they
decided to remain. Two years passed, then three, and eventually the kind old man passed away.

When the time came for the ducks to move on to another place, they wished to leave, but they
had lost the strength to fly and could no longer take wing. Worse still, meltwater from the snow
came rushing in. While other birds were able to escape, these wild ducks were swept away by the
flood.

Kierkegaard left behind the following words:

"You can take a wild duck. But you cannot return a tamed duck to the wild. A duck that
has been tamed can no longer fly anywhere."

Today, humanity is facing its greatest crisis. It is neither the depletion of resources nor racial
conflict. It is an identity crisis—living by destroying one's own self. To overcome this crisis,
Kierkegaard's philosophy of existence gives us courage and hope. Philosophy is not something

merely to be learned; rather, one must learn how to philosophize.

Without practice and lived verification, it is not philosophy. What taught me this truth was
Kierkegaard's "Philosophy of the Wild Duck."

Gyotoku Tetsuo, head of the Japan BE Research Institute, issues this warning to people of the
modern age.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Ling Sayuri Chen
Editor-In-Chief TD NEXUS Transdisciplinary Research Newsletter

At the Crossroads of Wisdom

Live in the Age of Sensibility: An Interview with Tetsuo Gyotoku
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Watch the Conversation on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90cUYK7WIIM

Renaissance Francaise Grand Prize (Gold Medal)

On the 25th, two distinguished figures—Tadao Takemoto, writer and Professor Emeritus at the
University of Tsukuba, and Keiko Kishi, actress and essayist—were awarded the Renaissance
Francaise Grand Prize (Gold Medal), a French honor conferred upon individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to cultural exchange.

In his acceptance remarks, Professor Takemoto stated, "For me, life truly opened at the moment
when | first began to love France."
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International Center of Transdisciplinary Research Japan
Well-being, as defined by the World Health Organization, extends beyond the mere absence of
disease and encompasses not only physical and mental health but also social and economic well-
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being, as well as a sense of fulfillment in life. In this context, the International Center of
Transdisciplinary Research Japan seeks to integrate the seemingly conflicting domains of the
"invisible realm,"” such as mindfulness and subjective experience, with the "visible realm" of
empirically grounded academic research.

Through this integrative approach, the Center aims to conceptualize and make perceptible
aspects of human experience—such as the five senses, intuition, and other embodied or tacit
dimensions—that are difficult to capture through conventional scientific methodologies and
disciplinary frameworks.
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Watch the Conversation on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90cUYK7WIIM
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