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Dear Reader,

We extend our gratitude for perusing this inaugural issue of the TD NEXUS Transdisciplinary
Research Newsletter. In this edition, we begin with Florence, the cradle of the Renaissance,
continue to the Ayukawa Art Renaissance in the Ayukawa district of Fujioka City, Gunma
Prefecture, and further introduce the research of Dr. Shin Hyun-seok. By traversing diverse
academic fields, we hope that this Newsletter may serve as a conduit for contemplating
perspectives that transcend the confines of academic disciplines, and for considering the world in
its integrity as a "whole."

© Feature: Florence — The City of the Renaissance

Florence flourished as a major center of European art, scholarship, and politics from the Middle
Ages through the early modern period. Particularly between the fourteenth and sixteenth
centuries, under the patronage of powerful merchants and bankers such as the Medici family,
numerous artists and thinkers achieved remarkable prominence. The names Michelangelo,
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Leonardo da Vinci, and Botticelli stand as enduring symbols of the Renaissance culture that
blossomed in this extraordinary city.

ENCOUNTER AND DEPARTURE

In October 2000, at the EVA 2000 Gifu conference held in Ogaki City, Gifu Prefecture, | met
Professor Vito C. of the University of Florence. This encounter became the catalyst that led me to
the "City of Flowers," Florence. My journey to Europe began as | passed through the gates of the
Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore.

REUNION AND WARM FRIENDSHIP

Four years later, in April 2004, | returned to Florence at the invitation of Professor Vito C. and the
Paolo Del Bianco Foundation. The warm hospitality of the Romualdo Del Bianco Foundation and its
family, like gentle sunlight, remains an unforgettable and cherished memory. nttps://www.fondazione-

delbianco.org/en/

THE MYSTERY OF THE CHAPEL

One afternoon, | visited a small chapel quietly standing within the city. There, | experienced what
felt like a remarkable sign. At the moment | offered a votive candle in prayer before a statue of
Santa Maria, a vivid red circle suddenly appeared beside the flickering light.

THE VANISHING VISION

| was further moved by a depiction of the martyrdom of Christ displayed on the wall. As | reached
into my bag to take out my camera to record the sacred scene, the red circle disappeared without
a trace.

Was it a single drop of holy blood, or perhaps a phantom rose? | had no reason to imagine such a
vision.

A SACRED REVELATION

At that time, | was not yet a devoted believer; nevertheless, | remain deeply convinced that the red
sign | witnessed was a message from Saint Bernadette of Lourdes in France, which | had visited in
July 2000.

This mysterious experience is closely connected with the many encounters that followed, and |
now sense that what once felt miraculous is gradually taking shape in reality.

AYUKAWA ART RENAISSANCE

Gunma Prefecture, a hidden gem of Japan, has long been known as a land blessed with
mountains, rivers, and sacred hot springs, and in recent years it has been emerging as a new
destination for the international art community.

A high-end retreat facility located in the village of Ayukawa in Fujioka City serves as an elegant
place of stay embraced by profound natural surroundings, with the aim of establishing an
international art hub that integrates art, Zen, and purification.

By fostering a sustainable fusion of art with local culture and economy, and by combining lodging

with cultural experiences, the initiative seeks to welcome scholars, artists, and visitors from abroad
as an international artist-in-residence center.
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Guided by the principle of the "Golden Mean," Mr. Fumizuki Arai is working diligently to restore a
150-year-old traditional house, revitalizing this historic Japanese residence as an inn that also

functions as an art gallery.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QGcU-Vbtim7pMdLJ-wh17cY 1Wd935pPE/view

Dr. Ling Sayuri Chen
Editor-in-Chief, TD NEXUS Interdisciplinary Research Newsletter

At the Crossroads of Wisdom
Shaji Takashina "The Light and Shadow of the Renaissance: Art and the Spiritual Climate”

Watch the Conversation on YouTube:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stxmj66yYjo

News
1. On February 10, Representative Kimishima, Director Shishido, Director Tokosu, and others
visited the studio of shakuhachi master Akikazu Nakamura.

2 On February 27th, Chair Kimishi ma will deliver the keynote speech at the CIRET symposium in
France.
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