COSMUS 2026
[ - %2 U ORI

Cosmos, Music, and Understanding Science

The Universe as Formless and Boundless: Reconsidering the Natural Order through Ancient Culture
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Concept | &

Today, where science and technology, including artificial intelligence (AI), are
advancing at an unprecedented pace and expanding the possibilities of human
knowledge, perception, and creativity, we are confronted with fundamental
questions: What is the “natural order” ? And, in an age when the possibilities of
intelligence are continually expanding, how can human beings establish harmonious
relationships with nature, with others, and with technology?

While science and technology enrich our lives and provide us with the power to
explore and illuminate unknown realms, the excessive intervention in the natural
environment, social fragmentation, dependence on information and technology, and
the seemingly unending continuation of war all demonstrate that technological
progress in itself does not guarantee a sustainable and harmonious civilization.
Rather, what is needed today may be to recover, once again, a sense that nature
should not be regarded as an object external to humanity, but that human beings
themselves exist within the order of nature and live in resonance with its cycles
and rhythms.

COSMUS 2026 seeks to respond to this historic challenge from the distinctive
perspective of “Ancient Musical Thought.” 1In particular, the conference focuses
on the ancient Japanese idea that “ the universe is formless, boundless, and
without beginning or end, ” and seeks to reconsider the universe not as an object
possessing a fixed form or defined boundaries, but as a formless order that is
continually coming into being, circulating, and resonating.

The aim of this conference is not simply to preserve such ancient knowledge as a
legacy of the past. Rather, we seek to rediscover it as “ living knowledge ”
through which we can reflect on the challenges facing contemporary civilization,
and to create a gathering in which these ideas can be reconsidered toward the
future.

Sound, the body, breath, silence, overtones, nature, and the cosmos—these forms
of sensibility cultivated by humanity throughout its long history will be
reconsidered across diverse fields, including musicology, neuroscience, Al,
philosophy, the arts, medicine, Zen, Daoism, <civilizational studies, and
intercultural communication. Through this transdisciplinary approach, we seek to
reconsider the very meaning of “intelligence” 1in the age of Al

COSMUS 2026 aims not to place science and spirituality, technology and nature, the
individual and the community, the body and intelligence, or antiquity and the
future in opposition or division, but to create a new space of resonance among
them. From the perspective of a “universe without form or boundaries, ” we explore
the possibility of human beings knowing, sensing, and creating as an integral part
of nature. At the same time, we seek to reawaken within ourselves a sensitivity to



the “natural order” as we move toward a future in which human beings, nature,
and technology can coexist.

COSMUS 2026 is an international and transdisciplinary forum for dialogue and co-—
creation toward this vision.
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